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Mr. Chairman:

There are well over 200,000 Native Hawaiians living in Hawaii. | suspect there are
goproximately another 100,000 living throughout the continenta United States. In number,
Native Hawaiians are the largest indigenous group of people living in the United States today.

As one of Polynesian ancestry, | thank God that the Kanaka Maoli, or the Hawaiian
people, have not become an extinct race. Given the unfortunate turn of historical events that
have now made Native Hawalians strangersin their own lands, it is only by the grace of God
that Native Hawaiians now number over 300,000.

Mr. Chairman, the Kanaka Maoli are my kin. For purposes of giving you a sense of
who we are, | would like to share with you something Captain James Cook once noted about
the Kanaka Maali, or Polynesian, nation. Captain Cook observed that the Kanaka Maoli
nation established settlements from as far north as Hawaii and as far south as Actearoa (or what
is now known today as New Zedand). In between, the Kanaka Maoli settled in Samoa, in
Tokelau, in Tuvau, parts of Fji and Tonga. The Kanaka Maoli nation aso stretched as far east
as Rapanui (now known as Eagter I1dand) and congtituted what Cook thought was the largest
nation on the earth.

Since Cook’ stime, we have had our fair share of romantic writers coming to the South
Seas depicting our women coming out of the Garden of Eden on moonlit, tropica shoreswith
the scent of romance forever inthe ar. We ve aso had our share of anthropologists who think
they know more about us than they know about themsalves. We do not need anymore
Margaret Meads or Derek Freemans to describe to the world who we are as a people. We
know how we first came into being. We know our past and are committed to our present. We
are here today to define our future.

Mr. Chairman, as we proceed today, | would like to add this thought for the record.
When we discuss the rights of Native Hawalians, we in effect discusss the inalienable rights of
any people. Assuch, what happened historicdly to Native Hawaiians in effect happened to all
of us. Inthiscontext, | would like to present the following for congderation.



More than 100 years ago, ambitious descendants of U.S. missionaries and sugar
planters, aided by the unauthorized and illegd use of U.S. military forces, overthrew the
sovereign nation of Hawali then ruled by Queen Lili’ uokdani. More than one hundred years,
the United States Congress issued aformal gpology acknowledging that the Native Hawaiian
people never rdinquished ther right to their sovereignty or their sovereign lands.

Earlier thisyear, Senator Daniel Akaka, the first Polynesian and Native Hawaiian to Sit
asamember of this distinguished body of U.S. Senators, introduced Senate Bill 2899 to
express and define afirm policy of the United States Congress and the U.S. government
regarding its relationship with the Native Hawaiian people. Two weeks ago, the Senate
Committee on Indian Affairs and the House Resources Committee held joint hearings for five
daysin Hawaii to consder S.2899 and H.R. 4904, its companion measure.

The purpose of the measure isto clarify the palitica relationship that exists between
Native Hawalians and the federd government. Specificdly, the measure provides the Native
Hawaiian community with an opportunity to form a government-to-government relaionship with
the United States within the context of the U.S. Congtitution and federa law. The bill provides
aprocess for Native Hawaiians to organize a Native Hawaiian governing body, or essentidly a
Native Hawaiian government. The bill also authorizes the Native Hawalian governing body to
negotiate with the state of Hawaii and other gppropriate officias and agencies of the federa
government regarding such long-standing issues as ceded lands currently controlled by both the
date and federal governments. The bill aso protects education, health, and housing programs
that have been established by federa law to benefit Native Hawaiians.

The bill does not relinquish the clams of Native Hawaiansto ther native lands. The hill
does not addresstheissue of lands. The bill isabeginning. It isameasure for organization. It
isan act of empowerment. It gives voice to those whose voices have historicdly been made
mute. As Senator Akaka has noted, this measure provides Native Hawaiians with a seet at the
table of government. It provides authority for Native Hawalians to define their future and
participate in the process of choice. It provides Native Hawaiians with the opportunity to
choose their own leaders to represent them before state and federal agencies. It assures that
the United States Congress, as part of its condtitutionally mandated authority, duly recognizes,
accepts and acknowledges Native Hawalians as a sovereign people in the same way that
Native Americans and Native Alaskans are recognized under the U.S. Condtitution.

More than 150 people presented ord testimony at the Joint Congressional Hearingsin
Hawaii. Many more have presented written testimony. Though some are opposed, those
representing magjor Hawalian organizations and associations lend their full support for the bill.
The bill has been revised to reflect the input of the Native Hawaiian community.

Revisonsincdude a clarification of purpose to provide for the reorganization of a Native
Hawaiian government and for the recognition by the United States of the Native Hawaiian
government for purposes of continuing a government-to-government relationship. Revisons



aso authorize the United States Office for Native Hawaiian Affairs to enter into a contract with
or make grants for purposes addressed in section 7 for a period of 3 years from the date of
enactment of this Act. In addition, Senate and House Appointments to the Native Hawaiian
Commission have been added for purposes of certifying that adult members of the Native
Hawaiian community on the roll meet the definition of Native Hawalian. Findings, particularly
those rdated to the issue of ceded lands, have been more fully clarified. Mogt importantly, the
process has been streamlined to provide amore fluid approach to reconciliation.

| fully support the changes that have been made and | honestly believe it istime now for
the Congress to correct the inequity that exists in our current process with respect to Native
Hawaiians. It istime for Congress to recognize and acknowledge that Native Hawaiians, or
Kanaka Madli, are a sovereign people with the inherent rights to establish a government-to-
government relationship with both the state of Hawaii and the federd government. If | could
borrow the words of Black Elk, Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux, and apply them to this setting
as areminder of what | believe our responghility to the Kanaka Maoli should be, | would

smply say —

Some little root of the sacred tree il lives.
Nourish it then

Thet it may leaf

And bloom

And fill with snging birdd

Hear me, that the people may once again
Find the good road
And the shilding tree.

With this, Mr. Chairman, | extend my thanks to you and the other distinguished
members of the Committee for hearing my testimony in behaf of my kin.



